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To the Honorable General Assembly : 


The Commissioners of Inland Fisheries beg leave to present their 
annual report for the year 1881: 


BAY FISHERIES. 


At the January, 1881, session of the General Assembly, it was en- 
acted as follows: 


CHAPTER 865. 


“An Act in Amendment of Chapter 751, of the Public Laws, entitled ‘ An Act in 
Amendment of Chapter 134 of the General Statutes, of Certain Fisheries.” 


Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter 751 of the Public Laws is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 


‘*SectTion 1, There shall be between the first day of May and the first day of 
August in each year, a weekly close-time, extending from Saturday morning 
at sunrise to Monday morning at sunrise, during which time no fish of any de- 
scription shall be taken by weirs, traps or similar contrivances, from any of the 
waters of the coast line of the State and Narragansett Bay. If there be any 
weir, trap or other stationary contrivances used for the purpose of catching, or ob- 
structing the passage of fish, in that part thereof where the fish are usually taken, 
the netting at the mouth of the same shall be floated to the surface of the water, 
so as to effectually close the mouth thereof during the weekly close-time, so that 
during said time the fish may have a free, unobstructed passage; and no device 
shall be placed in any part of said limits which shall tend to hinder such fish 
from running up the waters of such river. In case the enclosure where the fish 
are taken is furnished with a board floor, an opening three feet wide shall be 
made extending from the floor to the top of the weir, trap or other contrivance: 
Provided, however, that nothing herein shall be so construed as to apply to the 
shad and herring fisheries in the tributaries of Narragansett Bay. 
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It will be scen that this amendment of Chapter 751, extends the 
close-time law to all the waters of the State, while before said law ap- 
plied only to the waters of Narragansett Bay, north of a line drawn from 
the south end of Sakonnet point to Narragansett Lower Pier. The in- 
crease of territory to protect and the added number of heart nets made 
a larger number of assistants necessary to properly enforce the law, 
the Commissioners, therefore, engaged the services of Captain Samuel 
Place of Warren, (whom we have formerly employed), Captain Whea- 
ton Cole of Warren, Captain Brown of Warren, Captain Gardiner of 
Wickford, E. F. Lewis of Westerly, and P. T. B. Smith of Newport. 
These assistants were given their grounds to cover as near their respec- 
tive residences as possible to save expenses, and all performed their 
duties faithfully and satisfactorily; at least no complaint of any dere- 
liction of duty has been reported to your Commissioners. At Sakon- 
net Point there were five (5) traps; at the south end of the island of 
Rhode Island, nine (9), and in the vicinity of Watch Hill, east and 
west, six (6); making twenty (20) all told. There was no disposition 
on the part of the fishermen to evade the law; every trap-owner or 
Captain of a gang was served with a printed notice giving the law as 
amended, and informing them of the determination of the Commis- 
sioners to enforce the same; and if all classes of the community were 
as law-abiding as the fishermen have proved themselves to be the past 
year, it would be a blessing. 

The catch of scup was small all along the coast, but prices were fair 
and in some cases high, and the men got an average fair return for 
their labor. Taken year by year, what with comparative scarcity of 
some seasons, abundance another but with very low prices, and the 
damage to the traps by heavy weather, it would seem as if the trap- 
per’s business was not very remunerative, and that they may be said 
to fairly earn their money. 

In the bay, scup of fair size have been very abundant the past sum- 
mer, more so, it is asserted, than for the past fifteen years, and the 
advocates of the close-time law have again, as they had last year, rea- 
son for congratulation, and good arguments in its favor for the future. 
The Commisssioners of Inland Fisheries do not consider it their duty 
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to advocate one side or the other. They endeavor to give the facts 
as they find them, to represent the good or ill conduct of the parties 
most interested as it comes under their notice, and to enforce the law 
in all cases without fear or favor. In our last report we mentioned 
the arrest and prosecution of ——— King. This case, owing to the 
law’s delays, has not yet come to trial. The arrest of the individual, 
however, has had a good effect on those parties who were disposed to 
violate the law. Judging from the close observance of it, the past 
season, the lesson was a good one to all interested. : 

It will be seen by. our financial statement appended, that our expen- 
ses in properly enforcing the law this year, were about one thousand 
dollars. 1t cannot well be done for less, as the men employed must 
be faithful and energetic, and attend to their duties in all weathers. 
Such men are not easily found. 


HEART NETS. 


Forty-nine (49) heart nets were maintained in Narragansett Bay 
the past summer, an increase of eight (8) over the year previous, 
and eighteen (18) in two years. This increase is due to the num- 
ber placed this year in Sakonnet river below Stone Bridge. No less 
than nineteen (19) being placed there, an increase of ten (10) over the 
previous year. We desire to call the attention of your honorable body 
to the fact that six (6) of these destructive machines were maintained 
by parties living outside of the State of Rhode Island, who lived on 
board their vessels, loaded the same and sailed away for a market far 
from our own doors. Other States have laws forbidding this sort 
of business, and it is high time we enact something of the kind to 
protect ourselves. As the years go on, and our State increases in 
population, and our people realize as they begin to do the importance 
and value of our fisheries, such regulations must come, and we believe 
the sooner the better. Laws properly enforced require more or less 
expenditure of money, and money so spent is, we believe, well spent. 

In our report of last year, we made sundry suggestions looking to 
the amendment of our fishery laws. No notice was taken of the 
same, and we can only say that we have not changed our views in the 
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matter: it only remains for the intelligent and disinterested portion 
of the community to judge for themselves if we are right or wrong. 
It is not particularly encouraging for intelligent persons to make a 
study of a subject, report the same to the best of their ability, and 
have the same entirely ignored by those under whose orders they act, 
and to whom they look for support. Why the fishery interest of the 
State, from year to year, should be left in the hands of a clique, who 
are either notoriously prejudiced or lamentably ignorant of the sub- 
ject, is a question that the people of this State may well look into, 
and so long as this state of affairs continues we may look for no 
change for the better. Slowly, but surely, however, the general pub- 
lic are being enlightened on the question, and it is reflected in the 
action of the legislature in the past three years. First, a close-time 
law was passed from April 1st to August Ist, on all traps and heart 
nets in Narragansett Bay, from Narragansett Lower Pier to Sakonnet 
Point; next, a close-time from the same dates including all the waters 
of the State; also, a proper law protecting lobsters of less than ten 
(10) inches in length. Other states make it ten and one-half (104). 
All this is encouraging, and in the future will no doubt be improved 
upon; and when the people of this State, and their representatives in 
the General Assembly are aroused to the fact that in the last twenty 
years they have allowed the Bay fisheries to be depleted for the benefit 
of a handful of individuals, to the detriment of the whole commu- 
nity, they will abolish all fixed nets, save fykes with a limit of leaders 
and capacity, gill nets unless with a certain size of mesh (not less 
than four inches), prohibit traps save in a few localities and these with 
a heavy license, allow sweep seines with three-inch mesh, and purse 
seining under restrictions of lines as set forth in our last report, and 
abolish all heart nets, so called, or any approach to any such contriv- 
ance. ‘Then the people of the State of Rhode Island will have ac- 
complished a good work, and the fish that a bountiful nature sends to 
our shores will be as abundant, as ever, to be taken by all who have 
the industry to seek them in a legitimate way, our home markets sup- 
plied better by such means than they are now, (for most of our fresh 
fish come from Boston and New York). 
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Nature supplies fish, and artificial means deplete them at all times, 
and at the worst times. The scup that comes to our shores laden with 
spawn and looking for a place to reproduce, are taken by the thousands 
of barrels from April 20th to June 30th. The markets of New York 
and Philadelphia and wherever a market may be found are flooded 
with cheap fish. No one cares, seller or buyer, what the result is, so 
long as they can sell, so long as they can buy. This lasts for a few 
weeks, and then good-by to scup. Every spawning fish so caught rep- 
resents tens of thousands of young. The men who capture them by | 
the thousands of barrels are few and far between. If there are no 
facilities for a quick sale, they are carted on to the nearest available 
spot for manure. So with tautog or black fish. In the spring, from 
say the first to the middle of May, these fish are taken loaded with 
spawn, by traps, by heart nets and by land lines. It is wonderful 
how prolific they are, else they would: be rarer than rich men in 
heaven, but we know their abundance despite these draw-backs, and 
can form no estimate of their numbers if they were properly pro- 
tected. 

Those of our community who are ignorant of, or careless of, the 
riches that nature, so bountiful on land and sea, gives us each year in 
the waters of our beautiful bay, may well consider if it is wise to waste 
it as it has been and is wasted. They should enact such laws as shall 
check the greed of the few, and inure to the benefit of the many. 
Proper protection for the food fishes should be as important a question, 
and legislated upon as carefully as any other subject that comes be- 
fore the General Assembly, and until that is done we cannot hope for 
any improvement in the present condition of affairs. 

We now give as briefly as possible a list of the traps. 

Sakonnet Point—Five (5) traps were set here the past season, be- 
gining on the 2d of May. The first week, no fish of any account 
the second week, about one hundred barrels, mostly tautog and round 
mackerel, with large quantities of sea-robbins (useful for manure); 
the third week ending the 23d of May, there were taken about fifty 
barrels of scup, and fifty barrels of other marketable fish (tantog, 
sea bass, mackerel and about five barrels of small striped bass); the 
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fourth week, slim fishing, mostly small scup; the sixth week about the 
same, and all the traps were taken up, save one. 

The trap fishermen report a very bad season, and in some individ- 
ual cases a complete failure. What fish were taken brought good 
prices, however. 

South end of island of Rhode Island, Newport and vicinity—Nine 
traps were maintained here during the spring and up to the middle 
and last of June, with about the same results—poor fishing and small 
profits, with one or two exceptions. 

Near Watch Hill were six traps; fishing poor, and great damage 
done by rough weather; so far as could be learned, very little if any 
profit. 

Twenty traps in all set in Rhode [sland waters this season, 1881. 

The parties who reside outside of the State, and maintained traps 
in our waters the past season were: 

Capt. George Eadell, sloop Saucy Maid, of Greenport, Long Island, 
three traps. 

Capt. A. J. Rucket, sloop Sapho, of Greenport, Long Island, three 
traps. ‘ 

Capt. W. Leet, sloop Flora, of Greenport, Long Island, two traps. 

All these were in Sakonnet River. 


INLAND FISHERIES. 


There were sent to this State from the United States Government 
hatchery at Havre de Grace, five hundred thousand young shad. 
These arrived in fine order, and were placed in the upper waters of 
Warren River. The locality where they were put is to be sure in 
Massachusetts; but the mouth, and three miles of the river are in 
this State, and the shad fishery in that portion of it has been of con- 
siderable value in years past; in fact, it is the only river we have that 
is unobstructed by dams, and suitable for shad. 

Carp.—Last year we received two hundred young carp; this year 
we have one thousand, and at this writing we are distributing 
them to parties who have suitable ponds for them: muddy, weedy, 
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still waters, with no other fish, are where they should be placed, and 


such ponds (natural) are by no means common. 


We have no doubt 


however, but we shall in a few years reckon on the German carp as 


one of our native fishes. 


No black bass have been distributed this year, as we have had no 


application for them. 


ALFRED A. REED, 
JOHN H. BARDEN, 
NEWTON DEXTER. 


Commissioners 


of 


Inland Fisheries. 
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